Information for Writing NIH Grant Applications

Resources

The Northwestern University Behavioral Phenotyping Core (BPC) occupies a suite of seven rooms (1600 sq ft total space) within the barrier facility of the Lurie Medical Research building.  The suite includes a holding room for rats and another holding room for mice.  There is a common surgery room that is time-shared for rats and mice.  It has separate areas for preparation, operation and recovery.  The suite also has two rooms for testing rat behavior (120 & 288 sq ft), and one larger room with IAC isolation chambers to test mice (416 sq ft).

The BPC is organized to test cognition, sensory / motor abilities, startle, anxiety, fear, pain and depression.  The Core is designed so that independent investigators can use the various behavioral testing and surgical stations simultaneously.  This allows efficient use of the space provided and has been accomplished by using Industrial Acoustics Corp. (IAC) isolation chambers and drapes to isolate larger areas.  
The BPC provides training and protocols that investigators can use to get ACUC approval for their studies.  A stereotaxic device with rat and mouse head-holders is provided as is an isoflurane vaporizer for gaseous anesthesia.  

The following equipment is available in the BPC: Stereotaxic device, HVS water maze system, FreezeFrame fear conditioning system, eyeblink conditioning system, LimeLight system for analyzing behavior in open fields and mazes (zero maze and Y maze), Mouse Specifics DigiGait for gait analysis, Ugo Basille thermal plantar device to measure temperature sensitivity, a set of von Frey filaments to measure touch sensitivity, a TSE rotorod to assess coordination of gait, a Med-Associates startle response system.

